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+ 
Disaster Risk Reduction  

 Hyogo Framework of Action of 2005 includes priority 

actions and strategic activities for states to reduce 

disaster risks mainly through “policy, legislative and 

institutional frameworks for disaster risk reduction”  

 According to UN/ISDR, Disaster Risk Reduction  

 “the concept and practice of reducing disaster risks 

through systematic efforts to analyze and manage the 

causal factors of disasters (…)” 

Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015: Building the Resilience of Nations and Communities to Disasters 

(Extract from the Final Report of the World Conference on Disaster Reduction)‟, World Conference on 

Disaster Reduction. 18-22 January 2005, Kobe, Hyogo, Japan (Kobe, Hyogo, Japan: International Strategy for 

Disaster Reduction, United Nations, 2005).  

UN/ISDR (2009) „Terminology on Disaster Risk Reduction.” Geneva: United Nations International Strategy 

for Disaster Reduction 



+ 
Human Rights-based Approach 

 «(…) a conceptual framework for the process of human 

development that is normatively based on international 

human rights standards and operationally directed to 

promoting and protecting human rights. »  

United Nations Office of the High Commissioner                            

for Human Rights (OHCHR, 2006, 15) 

 

Human rights-based approach to DRR not only links 

development goals to human rights standards, but more 

importantly it calls for focusing on marginalized groups, 

empowerment and participation, and ensuring accountability 

of duty-bearers  

 

 

 



+ 
Human Rights-based Approach 

The key elements of a HRBA in the context of DRR include:  

Accountability   

Information  

Participation  

Non-discrimination  

e.g. FISHER (2010), IZUMI and SHAW (2012),  KAFLE AND MURSHED (2006), HEIJMANS (2009) 

 



+ Learning 

from the 

Case 

Studies 
 laknv 

International Federation of 

Red Cross and Red 

Crescent Societies. 2013. 

Better laws, safer 

communities? Emerging 

themes on how legislation 

can support disaster risk 

reduction. 



+ 
Natural Disasters in Brazil, Ethiopia, 

Dominican Republic, and Nepal 1990-

2013 

 

 

Source: EM-DAT: The OFDA/CRED International Disaster Database, www.emdat.be 

http://www.emdat.be


+ 
Learning from the Case Studies 

 
 IFRC reports* highlight the fact that the differences 

between successful implementation of the laws 

stem from the fact that in some countries 

communities were found not to be well enough 

informed, engaged and resourced to take an active 

part in reducing risks therefore the inclusion of 

HRBA to DRR is essential  

*International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent (IFRC). Case study reports: 

Dominican Republic (2011), Nepal (2011), Brazil (2011), Ethiopia (2013) 

 Finally we find that differences in countries‟ legal 

framework concerning DRR have their roots in a 

different situation of human rights in these 

countries… 



+ 
Human Rights Indicators 

 

Source: Freedom House; The Cingranelli-Richards (CIRI) Human Rights Dataset 

(Humanrightsdata.org) 



+  

If human rights have a role to play in disaster 

risk reduction, what are the options for 

individuals to claim their rights?  

 

. 



+ 

National level? 
    Case studies 



+ 
National protection: case studies 

•YES: constitutional provisions 

•NO: accountability mechanisms 

•YES: constitutional provisions 

•NO: accountability mechanisms 

•YES: Reference to human rights BUT in 
policy document on DRM only 

•NO: accountability mechanisms 

•YES: constitutional provisions 

•NO: accountability mechanisms 

Ethiopia Nepal 

Dominican 
Republic 

Brazil 
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International level? 
   Case studies and beyond 



+ 
Case studies: human rights treaties 



+ 
UN HR mechanisms and ND (1) 

Treaty bodies 

Example: Human Rights Committee 

Individual 
complaint 

General 
Comments 

Concluding 
observations 



+ 
UN HR mechanisms and ND (2) 

 . 



+ 
Human rights and DRR 

 Role to play? Yes 

 Discussion: early steps – HRBA 

Women 

Persons 
with 

disabilities 

Rural and 
urban poor 

Children 

Refugees 
and IDPs 

Indigenous 
peoples 



+ 
Almost forgot to … 

 Thank you! 
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